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Members of the Friends of the South Coastal Library are cordially
invited to attend the 2007 Annual Meeting, scheduled for Saturday,
September 29th at the Bethany Beach Town Hall (please note the
new location). The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. There is no charge
to attend, and light refreshments will be served.

Following a short business meeting, there will be a presentation on
the upcoming expansion of the library and cultural center. This
building project, anticipated to commence in October 2007, will
increase the size of the South Coastal Library and Cultural Center
from 10,000 square feet to more than 20,000 square feet. By expand-
ing the first floor and adding an addition to the back of the existing
structure, the renovated library will include a multipurpose room
capable of accommodating 150 persons, an additional conference
room for groups of fifteen persons, state-of-the art technological
equipment, and more space for programming for all ages of library
patrons.

Philip Conte, AIA, will lead the discussion on the new library's
design (pictured below). Phil has been working closely with FOSCL
representatives and Sussex County administrators on the new facil-
ity. He received his bachelor's degree in architecture and graduated
Summa Cum Laude from Temple University where he also received
the Senior Thesis Award and was the class valedictorian. Phil's
strength and qualifications are in his ability to achieve the project
objectives through a logical, rational work plan. As Project
Architect/Project Manager with Studio Jaed, his responsibilities
include programming, planning, design, specification and construc-
tion administration, and acting as lead liaison between the owner
and project team.  

AGENDA
Welcome & Introduction of Guests
& President’s Report – Sue Sterner

Treasurer’s Report 
Judy Marcucilli

Systems Manager’s Report 
Alistair Rae

Capital Campaign Report
Ray Aumiller & Mary Lou Tietz

Beach & Bay Cottage Tour Report 
Faith Denault

Book Sales Report – Dot Lane
Harvest Ball Report – Karen Taylor

Old Business
New Business & Election of 

Officers & Directors – Garylee Cox
Adjournment of Business Meeting
Presentation on the Expansion

of the Library
Philip Conte, AIA

                                         



Book Sale - Another Success
by Dot Lane 

The August 2007 Annual Book Sale was
a great success, with the availability of
a large number of books of every
description, from cookbooks to fiction
bestsellers, as well as audio-visual
materials. The sale raised over $5,775
for the Friends of the South Coastal
Library, due in large part to the great
selection of books, the hard work of
over fifty volunteers, and our wonderful
customers. The opening hours on Thursday, August 9th were highlighted by
a huge crowd that filled the library meeting room and an overflowing park-
ing lot. Thursday afternoon was highlighted by a visit to the sale by Senator
Tom Carper, who spent over half an hour meeting and greeting customers and
volunteers as part of his day in Sussex County.

As a result of this sale, combined with the Special February Book Sale,
FOSCL raised over $9,400 during 2007.

Unfortunately, this will be the last FOSCL book sale for almost two years due
to the expansion project slated to start this fall at the library. With the con-
struction and the temporary relocation of the library, it will not be possible for
the Friends to accept any donations of books until the library returns to its
home on Kent Avenue.  

Thanks for the support of our book sales; we look forward to more success-
ful sales in the future.

The FOSCL Connection Fall 2007 Page 2

The Friends 
of the 

South Coastal Library
(FOSCL)

Officers
President 
Sue Sterner
Vice President
Faith Denault
Recording Secretary
Garylee Cox
Treasurer
Judy Marcucilli
Systems Manager
Alistair Rae

Board of Directors
Ray Aumiller
Cherie Dorfman
Terry Drizd
Joan Gordon
Dot Lane
Mary Legatski
Shirley Price
Dave Ryan
Karen Taylor
Joan Thomas

FOSCL
P.O. Box 1617

Bethany Beach, DE
19930-1617

302-537-5828
www.foscl.com

The Friends of the South
Coastal Library Connection is
produced by Board Members.
To submit an article or ask a

question about Friends activities
please write: 

P.O. Box 1617
Bethany Beach, DE 19930-1617

EDITOR

Joan Gordon
LAYOUT & DESIGN

Pamela McComas

Senator Tom Carper talks with FOSCL
Book Sale Co-chairs Dot & Joe Lane &
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NOMINEES FOR FOSCL OFFICERS &  DIRECTORS

ANNUAL MEETING Ð SEPTEMBER 29, 2007

Additional nominations may be made by petition filed with the President
at least seven days before the Annual Meeting signed by five members

of FOSCL and bearing the signed consent of the nominee. 

OFFICERS Ð 2 YEAR TERMS

Vice President Ð Faith Denault
Recording Secretary Ð Mary Legatski

BOARD MEMBERS

Bob Maddex
June Moran

Lois Rubinsohn
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Most of us have learned that sometimes we must sacrifice a little
in order to make things better. You probably already have heard
or read that your library service will be different while the
expanded building is under construction. Fortunately, people
learn new tricks under these circumstances, so let's look at this as
an opportunity for growth. You will all be very pleased with the
end result.

The Friends of South Coastal Library (FOSCL) will also experience some disruption during the clo-
sure, since we have to move our base of operation too. The most important problem was finding tem-
porary office space. Thankfully, local realtor and former FOSCL Board member Vickie York has
offered us a FREE office at 514 Atlantic Avenue in Millville.  Vickie is currently on the Advisory
Committee for the Capital Campaign and is well known in the community. FOSCL is very grateful to
her for this generous help! PLEASE NOTE that our phone number and postal address will NOT
CHANGE.

Of course, we gladly anticipate future adjustment to a new building with Comfortable and spacious
office and work space in the renovated South Coastal Library location. We look forward to serving
you and the library wherever we are.

Nearly five hundred volunteers again helped FOSCL hold a very successful Beach and Bay Cottage
Tour and the Annual Book Sale. Your participation is your support for our expansion goals, and we
thank you very much. Our fall schedule continues with the Annual Meeting and the second annual
Harvest Ball - read the articles in this newsletter for details.  See you there!

President’s Message
by Susan Sterner

SSeeccoonndd AAnnnnuuaall HHaarrvveesstt BBaallll –– OOccttoobbeerr 1133,, 22000077
FOSCL’s Inaugural Harvest Ball in October 2006 was a resounding success, both socially and financially.
About 125 people enjoyed the spectacular decorations, the fine food and drinks and the dancing, as well as the
friendly competition of the Silent and Live Auctions, while raising almost $50,000 for the Capital Campaign.
The Second Annual Harvest Ball, scheduled for October 13, 2007 at Baycenter at Ruddertowne, promises to
provide an even more wonderful evening, one that you won’t want to miss! We expect over 200 guests to be
bidding on more than 125 items with a total value in excess of $40,000.  A limited number of tickets are avail-
able at $150 each, with a table of eight for $1000 and a table of ten for $1250.  For reservations, please contact
Joan Thomas at 302-539-1367 or at joandcoach@mchsi.com. 
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Carl M. Freeman Foundation's Leadership Gift Lifts
Library Capital Campaign to $1.4 Million

by Mary Lou Tietz, Capital Campaign Director

On August 6th, Mrs. Michelle DiFebo Freeman present-
ed a $250,000 check to members of the FOSCL Board
and Advisory Board to the Capital Campaign, at a 10
a.m. ceremony at the library.  In recognition of this very
generous gift, the library's Cultural Center will be
named in honor of her late husband, Joshua M. Freeman,
who contributed so much to the South Coastal region.
Michelle spoke fondly of this community, its meaning to
her, and how very much it meant to her husband.  The
Freeman family's gift was one given out of love, and
FOSCL is honored that the Cultural Center will now
serve as a living memory to Josh.

FOSCL launched its Capital Campaign last October at the Harvest Ball (to be held again this year
on October 13th), and got off to a great start with the help of a significant startup donation from
FOSCL itself in the amount of $500,000.  Contributions from individual, corporate, and foundation
donors and the Harvest Ball event have helped the campaign reach the $1.4 million dollar mark.  Our
gratitude goes out to all of you who continue to support this effort.

Progress continues to be made on building plans, with construction bids going out in August and the
actual construction beginning in the fall.  The library will be forced to close at this point, but will be
temporarily located in Millville, east of the Beebe Emergency Clinic in a portion of the space vacat-
ed by Creative Concepts.  This will provide only one third of the space that the library currently
occupies, but will make it possible for the SCL to continue to provide as many services as possible
to the community while construction is underway. And then everyone can rejoice as the new facili-
ty opens in the fall of 2008!

The campaign has come a long way, BUT we still have a long way to go to make our financial com-
mitment to this project.  FOSCL needs your continued support to achieve our goal.  While members
of our Campaign Committee are reaching out to donors to match the generosity of the Freeman
Foundation's gift, we need to ask each of you to keep an eye on the events coming up that will help
us bring in the resources we need.  In this newsletter, you can read about the Harvest Ball and how
you can purchase a ticket or table and have a really great time.  Additionally, several restaurant own-
ers have been generous in providing donations from restaurant “nites” geared toward giving a part
of their evening's profits to the campaign.  Those restaurants that have already hosted these evenings
this spring were Steakhouse 26, Bethany Blues and Magnolia's.  We have upcoming dates at Bethany
Blues again on September 27th, Fat Tuna's on October 30th, DiFebo's on November 4th, and
Armand's throughout the month of November.  So keep an eye on these dates and come dine with us
in support of your South Coastal Library!

Michelle DiFebo Freeman (pictured far right) pres-
ents Carl M. Freeman Foundation’s donation to the
capital campaign. 
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A Successful 16th Annual Beach & Bay Cottage Tour
Once again, the FOSCL Beach & Bay Cottage Tour Committee, this year under
the capable chairmanship of Faith Denault, produced a sell-out event and raised
a record high of almost $115,000 for the Friends.  Blessed with comfortable
weather for exploring the ten exceptional homes open to them, tour participants
enjoyed their visits to our coastal area.  The 2007 tour owes its success to the
over 500 volunteers who cooperated to make things run remarkably smoothly
as well as to the 2,400 tourgoers whose purchase of tickets resulted in an early
sell-out for the July 25-26 tour. 

The Friends are especially grateful to the homeowners whose generosity in open-
ing their homes made the tour possible.  Thanks go to Ralph & Barbara Brown,
Greg Carson, Bruce & Debbie Davis, Paul & Faith Denault, Bernie & Beth
Fensterwald, Peter & Linda Gallagher, Joe & Cindi LaPietra, Ed & Gaetana
McGill, Jeff & Marie Minner and Rafael & Brooke Steuart for their warmth and
hospitality in sharing their homes.

The FOSCL Board is also indebted to Faith Denault and her committee for their
talents, time and effort.  Committee members are: Karen Taylor, Executive Vice
Chairman; Terry Drizd, Treasurer; Aubre Duncan & Joan Gordon, Publicity;
Connie Britell, House Reviews; Pat Drizd, Reservations; Ginny McDowell and
Jean Newins, Ticket Sales; Cynthia Headman, Raffles; Claudia McClenny and
Joan Thomas, Hostesses; Linda Kulin, Carole Lindes and Donna Wade, Home
Scouts; Louis Herndon, Parking; Barbara Carlson and Mary Legatski,
Advertising; Cathy Hamerick, Flowers; Mary Ann Flickinger, Booties and Dave
Flickinger, Signs & Special Projects.  Sue Keefe and the library staff also deserve
thanks for their patience in helping with sales and information.  This year, the
committee instituted “Adopt a House” asking local organizations to provide host-
esses for tour homes, and we thank Gardner’s by the Sea, Ladies Auxiliary 7234
VFW, Ladies of the Forest and LaRosso Cappello Red Hat Chapters, Lord
Baltimore Women’s Club, Salt Pond Women’s Club and South Bethany Women’s
Club for each ably taking responsibility for a home and for a job well done. 

In addition, the Friends are grateful to the restaurants and artists whose donations for the raffle helped in the fund
raising efforts and to the Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce and the area merchants (Browseabout
Books, Carolina Street, Japanesque, McCabe’s, Perfect Furnishings, Rose Garden, Sea Needles and Southern
Exposure) who assisted with ticket sales.

Special thanks go to tour donors and to the business community; without their generous support in contributions
and advertisements for the tour program booklet, the tour could not enjoy the financial success it achieves.  Please
patronize our tour advertisers, and tell them you saw their ads in the program booklet.  The Friends greatly appre-
ciate the generosity of the tour tote bag sponsors – Beebe Medical Center, Coastal Point, Gerald Hocker (G & E
and Hocker's), Leslie Kopp, and Joe Raskauskas – and ChesapeakeHome, Delaware Beach Life and Waterfront
Home & Design magazines for their publications included in the totes.  Finally, we thank the 2,400 participants
who purchased tickets for the 2007 tour.  We trust that you enjoyed our tour and that you’ll return next year.

The 17th Annual Beach & Bay Cottage Tour is scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday, July 23 -24, 2008.  The
Tour Committee, once again under the leadership of Faith Denault, is already making plans and lining up homes.
If you’d like to join the committee or would be interested in offering your home for the tour, please contact Faith
at 302-541- 4304 or at fmdenault@aol.com.

Once more, heartfelt thanks go to the homeowners, volunteers, donors, advertisers and tourgoers whose collab-
oration makes the Beach & Bay Cottage Tour one of the premiere events of summer in South Coastal Delaware.

Tour participants present their tick-
ets to visit the Gallagher home in
Cotton Patch West.

Hostess Mary Legatski of the Red
Hat Society shows tourgoers the
sleeping porch of the Steuart home.
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Beach & Bay Cottage Tour Donors
We wish to acknowledge the following donors whose contributions were listed incorrectly or
were not received in time to appear in the 16th Annual Beach & Bay Cottage Tour program

booklet.  We are grateful for these donations.
BENEFACTORS
Jane & John Gilsenan
Ceda & Palmer McGrew
John & Lois Wilson

PATRONS
William & Elizabeth Carter
David Davidson
Fenwick Island Women's Club
Beth Mensinger 
Amanda & Doug Netting & Susan Smith
Jerry & Carolyn Parr
Nettie Propps

SPONSORS
Rosemary L. Cummings
Dave & Mary Ann Flickinge
Ronnie Malone
Betty & Herb Martin
June Moran
Harold & Elaine Rabinowitz

CONTRIBUTORS
Carol & Bob Dennis
Marlene W. Groover
Joanna Jordin
Patricia Nighswander

Jerry Pryor
Diane Shawver
Jeanne B. Young
Diane L. Wellons

Art Raffle Winners
Aubré Duncan - “June” Winner: Carole Bartman-Bethany Beach, DE & Alexandria, VA

Carol Dyer - “Sea Music on the Charles Morgan” Winner: Pat Cieri - Jarretsville, MD

Dorothy Harrison-Braun - “Alleyway of Bethany Beach”     Winner: Bonny Hastings - Seaford, DE

Laura Hickman - “Morning, Bethany Beach”     Winner: Maryann Hance - Bethany Beach, DE

Michael Orhelein - “Fenwick Lighthouse” Winner: Elsie Weistling - Fenwick Island, DE

Dinner for Two Raffle Winners
Bistro at Bear Trap Dunes.............Susan Lynn - Dagsboro, DE & Columbia, MD
DiFebo's.........................................Ilene Cohen - Owings Mill, MD
Isabella's.........................................Terry Sutton - Lewes, DE
Magnolia's......................................Audrey McCarthy - Bethany Beach, DE & McLean, VA
Mancini's........................................Joyce Melocik - Ocean City, MD
Oak Arbor Inn................................Joan Adoff - Bethany Beach, DE & Bethesda, MD
Parkway Restaurant.......................John Fitzgerald - Bethany Beach, DE
Sedona............................................Ellen Edrington - Ocean View, DE & Lutherville, MD
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Director’s Report
by Sue Keefe

“It's tough to make predictions, especially about the future.”
- Yogi Berra

Maybe. Possibly.  Probably.  Almost certainly. 

If you have visited the library this summer and asked the staff questions about the library's move and
construction project, you have definitely heard these words.  And that ends anything I can say for cer-
tainty.  Of course, this may all have changed by the time the newsletter is printed.  (The only thing cer-
tain is change, you know.)

It is in this spirit that I will attempt to let you know of our (possible) plans.  

1) Yes, we will be moving out during the library construction period.
2) We will be moving into a building next to the Millville Emergency Center, in the storefront that faces
Rt. 26 (probably).
3) We will be closed for approximately a month to make this move (maybe).  The move should begin
sometime in September.  
4) Groundbreaking for expansion and renovation could be in October.
5) It should take 14 months to complete the project and reopen the new library facility (I can't even say
possibly with a straight face here.  Just think of the last construction timetable you endured.)

Now that everything is clear, and assuming the library moves into its temporary location, let me tell you
what materials and services we can provide to our users.  (Remember that this building is less than a
third of the space we have now.)

• 2/3 of our materials will be going into storage during construction.  The remaining 1/3 will be avail-
able at the temporary location, mainly new materials.  If the shelves look partly empty, remember that
we also have to leave room for all the materials we will be purchasing during this time.

• Hold materials delivered to our library during the move will be cancelled unless you wish us to send
them to another library for pickup.  Please call the library at 302-539-5231 to change delivery site before
the move.

• Be assured that we will still be placing and filling holds, allowing you to pick items up at the tempo-
rary location.

• Programming?  We are searching for places to hold a few library programs.  (We can't hold them in
the temporary location-space is at a premium.)  Let us get our house in order, and then we will see what
we can arrange.

• Staff?  All the regular staff will be there-nobody is getting sent to Siberia.  Yet...

Stay tuned for developments, same Bat-Time, same Bat-Channel…
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