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Senator George Bunting and Representative
Gerald Hocker are serving as Honorary Co-chair-
men of the Capital Campaign.

With great energy, enthusi-
asm and excitement, the
Friends of the South

Coastal Library, FOSCL, is moving
ahead with its campaign to create a
state-of-the-art library/cultural cen-
ter for our community by expand-
ing and renovating the current facil-
ity at 43 Kent Avenue in Bethany
Beach.  The FOSCL Capital
Campaign Committee is very aware
that it will take a vast array of time,
talent and generosity from the com-
munity to reach our challenging
goal of $3.5 million.  We are
pleased to report, based on early
indications, that residents of the
South Coastal region are ready,
willing, and able to do their part to
make this project a reality. 

The campaign was officially kicked
off at the Inaugural Harvest Ball in
October of 2006, and we have
already raised $750,000 toward our
ultimate goal.  This exciting begin-
ning has been made possible by

FOSCL’s generous initial donation
to the project and by support of
foundations, local townships,
landowners, individuals and busi-
nesses.  The tremendous success of
the Harvest Ball and the already
impressive response to the end-of-
year appeal have borne witness to
the strong backing that we have from
the community for this campaign. 

There has been much progress in
the campaign since our last report
to you in this newsletter.  The coun-
ty has hired an engineering/archi-
tectural team, Studio JAED, to
design the new facility, and an
aggressive timetable has been set
for the project.  Following the rave
reviews for the October 2006
Harvest Ball, we have scheduled
the Second Annual Harvest Ball for
October 13th, 2007.  Additionally,
an Advisory Board of area leaders
met for the first time to confirm that
they will be donating their time and
financial support to the campaign.

With much gratitude, we thank
those leaders in our community
who attended this first Advisory
Board meeting; we are very appre-
ciative of having them as part of the
team that will focus on raising the
funds necessary for the expansion.
In addition to the Honorary Co-
Chairmen of the Capital Campaign,
State Senator George Bunting and
State Representative Gerald
Hocker, the Advisory Board
includes County Councilman
George Cole, Brian Crowley (rep-
resenting his father Tom), Mike
Cummings, Mark Dieste, Jay

by Mary Lou Tietz, Development Director

continued on page 2

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND OF THE FRIENDS OF THE SOUTH COASTAL LIBRARY, INC.
Name___________________________________________________________
Mailing Address___________________________________________________
City____________________________ State________ Zip_______________
Telephone_______________________ E-mail__________________________

I’d like to help - please contact me.
PAYMENT INFORMATION

Enclosed is my check payable to the Friends of the South Coastal Library.
Please charge my Visa or MasterCard.

Here is my tax-deductible donation.
The amount is marked.

$1000          $500 $250
$100 $50
Other___________

Card Number__________________________________ Exp. Date____________________________________________
Print Name____________________________________ Signature____________________________________________ 

Please detach form and return 
using the enclosed envelope.

                                             



by David Ryan

The Library Expansion project is reaching an
exciting stage as we start to move from the
conceptual to reality.  After securing funding
and selecting the architectural firm (Studio
Jaed/Ikon 5) last fall, a project working group

headed by the Sussex County Engineering Department is now
finalizing the expansion plans.  Shortly, Studio Jaed/Ikon 5 will be
preparing a final design plan and begin the process of preparing
construction drawings.  Look for more details as the expansion
plan is finalized.
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Headman, Mike Nally, Bethany Beach Mayor Carol Olmstead, Christine
Phillips, Michael Wilgus, Vickie York, and David Ryan, who is a member of
both the FOSCL Board of Directors and the Advisory Board.  We are grateful
that these individuals, who have brought so much to our community, have
stepped forward to show their support for the expansion of the library.  They
bring not only their expertise and financial resources to our efforts, but they
will be recruiting additional community leaders and donors as well.
Representatives from FOSCL present at the meeting included President Sue
Sterner, Capital Campaign Co-Chairs Joan Thomas and Ray Aumiller, and the
Development Director for the campaign, Mary Lou Tietz. 

Thus it is with great excitement that we move ahead with this campaign, asking
for your support as we make the journey toward a larger, more commodious
facility, one that promises to provide the kind of educational and cultural space
that will serve our community well.  Please keep an eye out in the coming
months for our “Thermometer of Books” sign, which will be placed on the lawn
of the library to measure our progress toward our campaign goal.

You can help the thermometer travel toward the top by making a contribution
by check or credit card to FOSCL’s Capital Campaign using the coupon on
page 1 and mailing it in the envelope provided.  Please be generous; our entire
community will benefit from the sorely needed expansion of our library facil-
ity.  You can also help by volunteering some of your time, by attending our spe-
cial events, and by spreading the word about the project.  In addition to
FOSCL’s July Beach & Bay Cottage Tour and the fall Harvest Ball, look for
the upcoming “Restaurant Nites” at which area restaurants will contribute a
portion of their nightly receipts to the campaign.  

FOSCL looks forward to your support of these
events and of the campaign as we work together
to create the best possible facility for our commu-
nity.  We have traveled a short distance on the
road to success, but we realize that we still have a
long journey ahead of us.

For more information call 
Mary Lou Tietz 

at 302-539-0793 
or visit our web site at

www.foscl.com.
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Dear Friends,

I have two of the best “jobs” imaginable. They don’t pay very well,
but the rewards are fabulous.

Upon retirement in 2001 I was a newcomer to the south coastal area and seeking a way to get involved
in the community. Since I’d spent most of my career working in or for libraries, volunteering for my
local public library seemed a natural choice for me. The South Coastal Library’s terrific staff has made
me feel welcome and needed. I look forward to my weekly hours at the library, and have come to feel part
of a big family of volunteers. My own little job is to put plastic covers on new books and to recover ones
that have become shabby from use. I help with inventories and do miscellaneous chores as needed.
Believe me, as effective and efficient as the library’s staff is, it could not accomplish so much were it
not for the many volunteers who are there. Volunteers free the staff to plan and conduct a wide vari-
ety of programs and provide professional services for residents and visitors of all ages. We work hard,
have a good time, and help our community too.

Well, as the saying goes, one thing leads to another, and that turned out to be true for me. As I began to learn how
much the Friends of South Coastal Library do to provide financial support for the library, I was soon involved in the
periodic book sales. This activity led to an opportunity to join the FOSCL Board of Directors. Before long I was
managing those sales and recruiting another group of volunteers.

Soon I began learning about how the Beach and Bay Cottage Tour happens. That event requires ten
times the volunteers needed for the book sale! A dedicated team orchestrates this huge fund raiser.
Again this winter and spring they will be spending many hours organizing every detail to make it run
smoothly. Since becoming president of the Board, I have come to know these wonderful people as
well. And for one week in July they count on many folks willing to give four or more hours to make
the Tour successful.

So now, here we go again. The area population has grown. The library staff and volunteers have done
such a good job that we need to expand the building to accommodate community needs and expecta-
tions. Our lovely building is over-crowded, especially from April through October. Larger and more
flexible community meeting space is vital. That leads to more fund raising and more volunteers…

This has been a wonderful experience for me. Today I can hardly go anywhere in this area without
running into someone I know! So the reward is great even if the pay isn’t, as I’m sure my fellow vol-
unteers would agree.

President’s Message
The Rewards of Volunteering

by Susan Sterner
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Harvest Ball Kicks Off Capital Campaign in Style!
FOSCL’s Inaugural Harvest Ball, held October 7, 2006 at the Baycenter at
Ruddertown to kick off the Capital Campaign for the expansion of the South
Coastal Library, was a huge success. About 125 people dressed in their finery
attended the Ball, which netted almost $48,000.  The room was transformed by
spectacular floral arrangements courtesy of Bethany Florists and by the creative
and whimsical display of the auction items courtesy of Mimi Drew’s volunteer
assistants.  Ball goers enjoyed an open bar and a full course seated dinner, a
silent auction offering over eighty-five items, a live auction conducted by
Robert “Nick” Nichols of more than fifteen exciting gifts, and dancing to the
music of the Don Sharp Orchestra.  The auction lists covered a great variety of
items, including gift baskets, works by many local artists and craftspeople, jew-
elry and accessories, restaurant certificates, sports activities and wonderful get-
away packages.

Honorary Co-Chairmen of the event were State Senator George Bunting and
State Representative Gerald Hocker.  Mr. Hocker, who was instrumental in rais-
ing the funds to build the existing South Coastal Library in 1994, spoke to wel-
come the guests and related how the library was transformed from a trailer, its
original facility, to the current building. Mercantile Peninsula Bank was the
underwriter for the event.

FOSCL is indebted to all of those who contributed to the success of the Harvest
Ball with their generous monetary contributions, donations of auction items,
purchase of tickets and auction gifts, and time.

Under the leadership of Karen Taylor, plans for the Second Annual Harvest Ball
are already underway.  The 2007 Ball will be held on October 13th at the
Baycenter, and it promises to be a spectacular social event as well as an impor-
tant fundraiser.  The committee, consisting of Mimi Drew and Chris Aumiller
(Silent & Live Auction), Faith Denault (Decorations), Joan Gordon (Public Relations & Invitations), Joan
Thomas (Tickets) and Greg & Linda Neuner (Logistics & Catering), has been at work since last October tack-
ling the formidable job of making the 2007 Ball even better than last year’s.  Tickets will once again be $150
each or a table of eight for $1000.  For updates, visit FOSCL’s newly redesigned web site at www.foscl.com.  If
you wish to receive an invitation to the 2007 Harvest Ball, write to info@foscl.com or mail in the coupon below.
To volunteer to help with the Ball, please contact Karen Taylor at 302-539-9452.  Look for more details in the
spring and fall issues of FOSCL’s The Connection, and be sure to circle the date of October 13th on your new
calendar so you won’t miss out on the fun.

SS eeccoonndd AA nnnnuuaall HHaarrvveesstt BB aallll ÐÐ OO ccttoobbeerr 1133,, 22000077

Return to: 
Karen Taylor

430 Canal Way West
Bethany Beach, DE 19930 
or in the enclosed envelope
with your Capital Campaign

contribution.

Name____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address___________________________________________________

City_____________________________State___________Zip______________

Phone____________________________E-mail__________________________
I’d like to volunteer to help! Contact me.

Guests check out the silent auction
offerings.

(l to r) Faith Denault, Chris
Aumiller, & Karen Taylor check in
guests.

Far right, FOSCL Systems
Manager Al Rae with wife Bonnie
and table guests.

SSeeccoonndd AA nnnnuuaall HHaarrvveesstt BBaallll ÐÐ OO ccttoobbeerr 1133,, 22000077
Please put me on the list to receive an invitation to the Second Annual Harvest Ball.
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Director’s Report 
by Sue Keefe

ÒIn early days, I tried not to give librarians any trouble, which was where I
made my primary mistake.  Librarians like to be given trouble; they exist for
it, they are geared to it.Ó
-Catherine D. Bowen (1897-1973), U.S. Biographer

In order to keep our patrons out of trouble (as much as is humanly possible),
we have created a Library To-Do List for this coming winter.

1) Join the Friends of the South Coastal Library to expand the library.

2) Come see our Winter Foreign Film series—we’re showing a film on evenings of the second Thursday of
the month from January through April—complete with popcorn!

3) Too cold to go far from home?  Connect with our Armchair Traveler series. Destinations include Russia,
India, Galapagos and a one-night “special” of assorted countries!  (Tortoises not included.  Sorry.)

4) We’re having our own in-house British Murder Mysteries book discussion series.  Sign-up at the desk to
borrow your reading copy.  Staff member Morgan Golladay has created and will host this program.  And no, it
wasn’t Colonel Mustard, with the candlestick, in the library….as far as we know.

5) The Art In the Afternoon series will return this spring, hosted by Anne Hanna.  Can’t draw a horse?  See
if Homer, Rockwell, Wyeth, and Chihuly can do it.

6) Read the most expensive book in the world: The Codex Hammer—$30,802,500.00.  Auctioned at
Christie’s in 1994, this is one of Leonardo da Vinci’s notebooks, purchased by Bill Gates.  And no, I don’t
think we can get this one through Interlibrary Loan.

7) What literary gems have you missed this year?  Browse the 2006 American Library Association’s Notable
Books list. Available at http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaprotools/rusanotable/thelists/notablebooks.htm, we
figure just typing the link into the address bar will keep you busy for five minutes.

8) Find an excellent “Library Quote” for your director.  I am doing my best to alter the perception that librar-
ians are staid, quiet people.  Current favorite quote? ÒYou see, I donÕt believe that libraries should be drab
places where people sit in silence, and thatÕs been the main reason for our policy of employing wild animals
as librarians.Ó   -Monty Python skit

43 KENT AVE. • BETHANY BEACH, DE 19930
302-539-5231

www.southcoastal.lib.de.us
HOURSHOURS: MON.-THURS.: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. • FRI.: 1-5 p.m. • SAT. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

South Coastal 
Library
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2006 Cottage Tour Committee Receives Governor’s Outstanding Volunteer Award

FOSCLÕs 2006 Beach & Bay Cottage Tour Committee was the recipient of a GovernorÕs Outstanding Volunteer
Award last October.  The committee was one of twenty groups, individuals and businesses throughout the state
recognized at a special dinner and ceremony attended by over 350 people at the Sheraton Dover Hotel on
October 17, 2006.  Lt. Gov. John C. Carney, Jr. presented the award on the stage to the fifteen committee mem-
bers who attended.  The committee received a framed certificate which will hang in the FOSCLoffice at the
South Coastal Library. 

Susan Sterner, President of the Friends of the South Coastal Library, with the assistance of the Bethany-Fenwick
Area Chamber of Commerce, nominated the 2006 Beach & Bay Cottage Tour Committee for the award under
the Arts & Culture area.  Winners of the awards were chosen on the basis of the type of volunteer activity, the
need the work addresses, the scope of the activity, the influence of the activity on the community and on the
organization which benefits from it, and the innovation and creativity exhibited by the volunteers.  The
GovernorÕs Outstanding Volunteer Awards are sponsored by the Office of the Governor, Delaware Health &
Social Services, the Division of State Service Centers, the State Office of Volunteerism and the GovernorÕs
Commission on Community and Volunteer Service.

Almost 500 volunteers, under the leadership of Tour Chair Donna Repass, contributed to the success of the 15th
Annual Beach & Bay Cottage Tour, held July 26 & 27, 2006.  The sell-out crowd of 2400 tourgoers enjoyed vis-
iting ten homes in the Bethany area, and the tour
raised almost $100,000 to go towards the expan-
sion of the South Coastal Library/Cultural Center.  

In addition to 2006 Tour Chair Donna Repass and
past Tour Chair Victoria Manning, committee
members who attended the ceremony were
Barbara Carlson, Faith Denault, Cherie Dorfman,
Pat &  Terry Drizd, Aubre Duncan, Dave
Flickinger, Cynthia & Michael Headman, Linda
Kulin, Claudia McClenny, Pamela McComas,
Jean Newins & Joan Thomas.

Check out our web site’s new look @ www.foscl.com!
by Al Rae, Systems Manager

Your FOSCL volunteers are working on a new design for the Friends’ web site that
is expected to be completed over the next two months.  A new, contemporary look
will be used for all the site pages, with a crisp interactive design and approach.
Unnecessary information will be removed and related sections will be consolidated
for ease of use.  We will present more information on exciting events such as the
Annual Beach & Bay Cottage Tour, book sales and the Harvest Ball, as well as for

new events in the future.  We will also provide you with much more information about the Capital Campaign
for the new expanded South Coastal Library/Cultural Center, including specific plans for the building as they
become available, as well updates on the progress of the Capital Campaign to raise the necessary funds.

We would appreciate your ideas regarding our new web site since our objective is to present a web site that is
helpful for you and provides you with the information you need.  So please let us know if you have any sug-
gestions by e-mailing me at info@foscl.com.

Lt. Gov. Carney joins Cottage Tour Committee volunteers at
the Awards Ceremony. 
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16th Annual Beach & Bay Cottage Tour – July 25-26, 2007
The hottest ticket at the beach for the
summer of 2007 is sure to be for
FOSCL’s 16th Annual Beach & Bay
Cottage Tour.  Inspired by the honor
to the 2006 Cottage Tour Committee
of the Governor’s Outstanding
Volunteer Award, our 2007 volun-
teers are working to make sure that
the July 25 & 26, 2007 tour will
meet the highest expectations. 

Ten exceptional homes have
already been selected to be open to
visitors from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the two days of the tour. According
to Tour Chair Faith Denault, “There
will be something for everyone –
home-homes, beach homes, kid-
friendly homes – in all shapes and
sizes.”  Homes for the 2007 tour
range in location along the shore
from North Bethany to Fenwick
Island and to newly developed
inland areas as well, and most of
the homes have direct water views.
They represent many different
styles of architecture and furnish-
ings and feature eclectic interiors.
The tour committee and the Friends
are very grateful to those homeown-
ers whose generosity in sharing their
homes makes the tour possible.

For the past eight years, the Cottage
Tour has enjoyed sell-out crowds.
Last summer, tickets were gone by
the Saturday before the tour, and
many would-be visitors were disap-
pointed.  Once again this year, we
will limit the number of tickets on
sale, so we strongly recommend
advance reservations.  Tickets will
be $30 each, and we will start tak-
ing reservations in April. Look
for the Cottage Tour brochure in
your mail early in April and for the
Spring issue of The Connection
shortly thereafter; both will have a

coupon and a return envelope for
donations and ticket orders.  We
will also be taking reservations for
tickets at the South Coastal Library
and on-line starting in April.

Popular features of the Beach &
Bay Cottage Tour will be repeated
for the 16th Annual Tour.
Participants will receive a sturdy,
attractive tote bag with the program
booklet and complimentary maga-
zines.  Our two popular raffles, the
“Dinner for Two” raffle and the Art
raffle, will be a part of the fundrais-
ing efforts.  Donors who contribute
$150 or more will be invited to
attend “the” social event of the sum-
mer season, the July 19 cocktail
reception in honor of the homeown-
ers.  With the much-needed expan-
sion of our South Coastal
Library/Cultural Center becoming
more of a reality, tour organizers
will be counting more than ever on
the willingness of our supporters to
give generously to make the
Cottage Tour a financial successful.
Each summer it takes over 500 vol-
unteers to oil the machinery that
makes the tour run smoothly, so we
are asking for your time as well.
We need many, many men and
women who are willing to volun-
teer at least a few hours to serve as

hostesses, car parkers, traffic direc-
tors, and ticket and ad sellers.  To
offer your time as a parker or traffic
director, please e-mail louishern-
don@yahoo.com. Something new
this year will be an “Adopt a
House” program for hostesses.  Two
clubs have already signed on to pro-
vide all the coverage for a home.  If
your organization might be interest-
ed in “adopting” a tour home,
please e-mail fmdenault@aol.com. 

Why not get in on the behind the
scenes activities that make the
Beach & Bay Cottage Tour such a
special part of summer in the
Bethany area?  Call the FOSCL
offices at 302-537-5828 and leave
your name and number, or e-mail
us at info@foscl to sign up to help.
We need YOU to help us make the
16th Annual Tour the best ever!

This lovely waterfront home near
Bethany will be open to visitors for this
summer’s tour.
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The Friends of the South Coastal Library will hold two
book sales during 2007. We expect to offer a large selection
of books in good condition, including fiction, non-fiction,
cookbooks, and childrenÕs books, with videos and books on
tape as well. Prices range from $.50-$2.00. Book sales are
important fundraisers for the Friends; in 2006 the sales
realized about $9000.

DONATE BOOKS !
You may donate books or other materials for the sales by bringing them to the checkout desk
in the library. 

VOLUNTEER !
We always need and appreciate volunteers to assist with setting up and staffing the book sales.
If you would like to help contact Dot Lane at 302-537-2060 or dslane@verizon.net.

by Dot Lane

ANNUAL BOOK SALE
August 9th-11th

Look for more details in upcoming issues
of the The Connectionand on our web site.

SPECIAL SALE
February 15th & 16th • 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

February 17th ¥ 9 a.m.- 1p.m.

Held in the meeting room of the library.

2007 BOOK SALES

                   


